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AT THE sesquicentenary
(150th) celebrations of the
Grand Lodge of Mark Master
Masons, held at the Royal
Albert Hall in London in 2006,
we were very proud to
present a cheque for £3
million to Camilla, HRH The
Duchess of Cornwall, in her
capacity as President of the
National Osteoporosis
Society.

This funding has now found
its way directly to hospitals
around the country to
purchase static scanners for
the benefit of all members of
the general public. The
scanners, costing £60,000 to
£400,000 each, have been
installed at locations around

the UK, including at the
George Eliot Hospital in
Nuneaton.

With this equipment, instant
assessment can be made of a
patient's bone density, thus
enabling early treatment of
“brittle  bones” disease, a
condition which has

previously only been
detected after bone
fractures.

Osteoporosis means, literally,
porous bones, and this fragile
bone disease affects one in
two of all women, and one in
five men. Treatment has
been developed which can
arrest the disease, and even
help restore bone density

over time.

Pictured with our PGM RW
Bro David Rawlins at the
official handover of the
Warwickshire scanner in
January are Consultants and
Staff operating the new
equipment, members of the
NOS and other well know
Mark brethren who attended
the handover.

THE ANNUAL MEETING of
the Provincial Grand Lodge of
Mark Master Masons of
Warwickshire, held at the
Provincial HQ, was described
by our delighted Provincial
Grand Master RW Bro David
Rawlins as “just fantastic”.

The Main temple was packed
to capacity for this special
meeting, with every Mark
Lodge in the Province well
represented. A large number
of visitors from other Mark
Provinces and Districts had
made the effort to travel from
the far reaches of England,
Wales and Europe, including
19 Provincial Grand Masters.
The close relationship
between Mark Masonry and

the Craft and Royal Arch in
Warwickshire was underlined
by the presence of both the
Craft Provincial Grand Master
and the Grand Superintendent
for the Royal Arch.

Having welcomed everyone to
the meeting, RW Bro David
then proceeded to appoint
and invest the new Officers of
Provincial Grand Lodge, and
promote Brethren whose
continued work within their
Lodges had warranted some
recognition and further
encouragement. He had a
personal comment for each of
them, making their day even
more special. The members of
the Royal Ark Mariner (RAM)
delegation, clothed in their

rainbow regalia, brought a
dash of colour to the temple
and the PGM was delighted
to invest the new holders of
Provincial RAM Grand Rank
with their special collarettes.

For the first time in the history
of the Province, we had with
us two of our Past PGMs,
which gave RW Bro David an
opportunity to thank his two
predecessors for nurturing
the Province so well and
passing it on to his care in
such fine form.

The full text of the PGM's
address can be seen on the
Mark website:



| $ % &

( %

THE MARK SOCIAL
Committee has another lively
programme lined up for the
year (see column on the
right) and looks forward to
continued support for its
events.

The Committee’'s success
enables it to make sub-
stantial charitable donations,
and to keep fees low by
defraying the running costs of
the Warwickshire Mark
Province. This year, other
ways of supporting Lodge
members have been looked
at, taking note of the current
economic climate.

The distinctive portrait of our
PGM, artfully painted by
W Bro Roy Tidmarsh and
displayed both at Stirling
Road and on the Mark
website, has been paid for by
the Social Fund, rather than
by the wusual appeal to
individuals and Lodges.
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The annual Lodge of
Instruction Festival, always a
splendid event, is an ideal
introduction for every newly
advanced brother to the
distinctive Warwickshire
working of the Mark ritual, as
well as offering a huge
welcome to Mark provincial
events. As an encou-
ragement, the Social
Committee has agreed to pay
the dining cost of each newly
advanced brother attending.

And to really show our
determination, we will as far
as possible freeze the ticket
price of all events, absorbing
any price increases, some of
which (eg food and power)
are substantial.

So, do please help us by
coming along to support our
functions, mainly to have a
super time, but also knowing
you are helping us to help

everyone!

Many of the events organized
can be attended by all
Freemasons, their families
and friends, and provide an
excellent opportunity to
introduce possible
candidates to the fellowship
we enjoy outside the Lodge
room.

If you would like to arrange a
social gathering for your
members, but don't really
know where to start, why not
come along to one of our
ready made events instead?

For full details and app-
lication forms for all of our
events either go directly to
our website:

Or find us via our link with the
Craft website:
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AT THE JANUARY meeting

of Warwickshire Installed
Mark Masters’ Lodge
(WIMM), a fascinating

demonstration of the first
Mark workings in
Nottinghamshire was
presented by the Newstead
Lodge of Mark

Masters Tl .

The  workings
were recorded
in 1792 and
performed
within the
Newstead Craft
Lodge until
1802, after
which the Mark
Lodge met as a
separate body,
keeping its own
minutes. It
refused to
accept a

S#

Warrant from Grand Mark
Lodge until 1881, but from
the records of this
Independent or Irregular
Lodge the copy of the Old
Workings, used from 1802 to
1881, was found.

Although membership of the

Welcome to the Mark is
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WIMM Lodge is restricted to
Masters and Past Masters of
Mark Lodges, all Mark
Brethren are welcome, and
encouraged, to attend their
meetings as guests, and
enjoy presentations such as
this and others.
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Mark Lodge of Instruction
Festival*
Monday 30 Mar
Stirling Road, Edgbaston

The Mark
Family Sunday Lunch
Sunday 10 May
Stirling Road, Edgbaston

Golf Match vs.
Worcestershire MMM

Friday 15 May
Bromsgrove Golf Club

Mark Grand Lodge
Annual Investiture Meeting*
Tuesday 9 June
Great Queen Street, London

Mark Provincial Golf Day
Thursday 2 Jul
Harborne Golf Club

Jazz in the Park
Sunday 5 Jul
Guy’s Cliffe, Warwick

The Annual Mark Festival
Saturday 11 Jul
Cumberland & Westmorland

Provincial Cricket Match vs.
Worcestershire MMM
Sunday Aug (TBC)
Wishaw Cricket Club

Fireworks Bonanza,
Bonfire, BBQ & Pig Roast
Sunday 1 Nov
Park Farm, Hampton-in-Arden

Annual Meeting of Mark

Provincial Grand Lodge*
Saturday 21 Nov

Stirling Road, Edgbaston

Annual Assembly
of Royal Ark Mariners*
Tuesday 8 Dec
Great Queen Street, London

Mark Carol Service
Sunday 13 Dec
Edgbaston Old Church

Provincial Officers’ Lunch*
Sunday Jan/Feb 2010 (TBC)
Manor Hotel, Meriden

* restricted to Mark Masons

For Contact Details, Booking

Forms and an outline of the

Mark and Royal Ark Mariner
Degrees, visit:



