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IN ENGLAND AND WALES the Mark 
Degree was originally conferred within 
Craft Lodges and Royal Arch 
Chapters, and still is today in the 
Scottish and Irish Craft Constitutions, 
as well as in many other parts of the 
world. In their Lodges, it is often a 
necessary quali f icat ion before 
Brethren are able to join the Holy 
Royal Arch, where they complete their 
experience of “Pure and Antient” 
Freemasonry. 

The Mark degree is a logical extension 
of the Fellowcraft, but was formally 
excluded from the Craft following the 
amalgamation of the two Grand 
Lodges in 1813. The original 1717 
Premier Grand Lodge (aka the 
Moderns, which referred to their 
programme of change) refused to 
acknowledge any degrees other than 
the first, second and third, whilst the 
later 1751 rival Grand Lodge (the 
A nc i en t s ,  r e f e r r i ng  t o  t he i r 
determination to stay with tradition) 
embraced them all. 

After the amalgamation however, within 
which a most intriguing compromise 
was agreed to acknowledge the Holy 
Royal Arch, many Lodges ignored the 
directive to ostracise the Mark Degree, 
and continued to include it in their 
ceremonies. This resulted in efforts to 
have the Mark back as part of the Craft 
family, which was proposed and indeed 
agreed at Grand Lodge in March 1856. 
But at the following Quarterly 
Communication in June a technicality 
to refute the Minutes of the previous 
meeting effectively quashed the 
previous proposition! 

This seemingly left the Mark out on a 
limb, but not without determination. 
Within days discussions took place to 
form an independent Grand Mark 
Lodge, which was established before 
the end of the month. In fact the speed 
with which the new Grand Lodge was 
set up implies very strongly that 
everything had been put into place 
previously, with senior Mark masons 
being instrumental in railroading the 
swallowing up of the Order by the 

Craft! 

It’s first Grand Master was none other 
than our own Warwickshire Craft 
PGM, Lord Leigh. 

The rest, as they say, is history. The 
Mark Degree flourished under its 
independent Grand Lodge, and today 
our HQ at St James’s Street, London 
(next to the Palace) is also home for 
seven other Masonic Orders.  

These include the Ancient and 
Honourable Fraternity of Royal Ark 
Mariners, which by a quirk of fate 
came under the control of Mark Grand 
Lodge in the late 19th century. 

The storyline of this beautiful order, 
which only Mark Master Masons may 
join, follows that of Noah and the Ark. 

Further details about both the Mark 
and RAM degrees and Lodges 
meeting in Warwickshire are provided 
on our website, together with news of 
current events and activities. 

 www.warwickshiremark.org.uk  
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MORE THAN 220 GUESTS 
attended the spectacular 
Chinese Valentines Ball at 
Stirling Road organized by the 
Warwickshire Mark Social 
Committee in support of the 
2012 Festival Appeal. 

Held in the splendidly 
refurbished Clarendon Suite, 
the event started with a very 
big bang when a giant Chinese 
Lion appeared shortly after the 
meal had started, accompanied 
by several loud drums to which 
it pranced around the tables, to 
the great delight of the 
audience. The performance 
concluded with the lion 
performing an extremely well 
rehearsed and athletic looking 
ritual dance to bring luck and 
good fortune to everyone at the 
start of this Chinese New Year, 
the year of the Tiger. 

DAB radio, and champagne, 
for whoever accumulated the 
greatest value of chips during 
the evening. 

The highlight of the evening 
was undoubtedly the fantastic 
Blues Brothers cabaret act, 
after which they totally 
engaged the audience and in 
great Valentine style had the 
dance floor overflowing on all 

edges - even as the taxis 
were arriving at midnight.  

The event raised over £2000 
towards the 2012 Festival 
and particular thanks were 
given to Adrian Rawlins and 
Peter Wellings for their 
personal efforts in delivering 
their original promise - a great 
night to remember! 
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During his welcome the Mark 
PGM David Rawlins greeted 
everyone present, including 
the Craft PGM Michael Price 
and his wife Dawn, and 
explained that as this was a 
charity fund raising evening 
no-one was to go home with 
any money in their pockets! 

The opportunity of emptying 
pockets, wallets and purses 
was provided by a raffle, with 
a range of high quality prizes 
including an Aston Martin 
p e r f o r m a n c e  d r i v i n g 
experience at their Millbrook 
proving circuit, a unique 
signed, framed football 
picture display, crystal and 
tableware, garden furniture, 
victuals and designer fashion 
accessories. 

In addition, the sophistication 
of the professional casino 
tables enabled everyone to 
participate in Roulette and 
Blackjack, competing for a 
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The Chinese Lion in full flow 

The fantastic Blues Brothers delight and entertain the audience 
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www. 
warwickshiremark. 

org.uk 

 

Welcome to the Mark 
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THE WARWICKSHIRE 
Installed Mark Masters 
Lodge 1400 was honoured 
at its January meeting, to 
which all masons had been 
invited, by the presence of 
the 2009 Craft Prestonian 
Lecturer, W Bro Dr John 
Wade.  

In his paper, 'Go and do 
thou likewise': English 
Masonic Processions 
from the 18th to the 20th 
Centuries,  John surveyed 
public processions of 
masons over two centuries 
a n d  e x a m i n e d  t h e 
associat ion of c ivic, 
ecclesiastical and Masonic 
b o d i e s  i n  p u b l i c 
ceremonies. He suggested 
that as we move into the 
21st century we need to be 
protagonistic about our 
civility and civil identity, 
demonstrating that we have 
a civil association with the 
community, of which our 
forefathers among the 

leaders of both the civic and 
ecclesiastical authorities 
appreciated the symbolic 
importance. 

This subject is particularly 
salient in Warwickshire 
bearing in mind the  annual 
procession in Warwick 
before the Craft Church 
Service, and the increasing 
activity in other Provinces to 
gain a better awareness 
amongst the general public 
by organising processions. 

Ingenuity was also needed 
to encourage interest in our 
activities; a wonderful 
e xa m p l e  b e i n g  t h e 
participation in the London 
Lord Mayor's Show, when 
freemasons rode along the 
route in an open-topped 
bus, escorted by Grand 
Stewards, all dressed in 
their regalia. 

The PGM thanked John for 
a particularly enlightening 

a n d  i n t e r e s t i n g 
presentation. At the festive 
board Peter Wellings, 
having initially invited John 
Wade to the meeting, 
proposed his health in a 
hearty toast, enlightening 
those present to the 
demands on a Prestonian 
Lecturer, involving much 
travel around the world. 

John Wade is also Master 
of the leading Quatuor 
Coronati  research Lodge, 
a n d  h a s  i n v i t e d 
Warwickshire Masons to 
their meeting on 30th June 
in Sheffield. 
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THE  ANNUAL MEETING of 
the Provincial Grand Lodge 
of Mark Master Masons of 
Warwickshire is the last 
mainland meeting of the 
year, and has become a 
very popular end to the inter
-provincial visiting season. 

Once more we had a 
wonderful turnout of 
Warwickshire Brethren, with 
a pleasingly high number of 
Brethren below the chair. 
V i s i t o r s  f r om  o the r 
Provinces and Districts 
included 19 Provincial 
Grand Masters, 1 District 
Grand Master, 18 Deputy 
Provincial Grand Masters, 5 
Assistant Provincial Grand 
Masters and 15 Provincial 
Grand Secretaries. 

With the usual high level of 
unobtrusive ceremonial, the 
meeting was particularly 
warm and happy, with 
members of Bedford Lodge  
115 and Signa Bene Lodge  
1501 being especially 

helpful and welcoming 
hosts. The Provincial 
Grand Master was pleased 
to appoint the new team of 
Provincial Officers and 
promote those who had 
c on t i nu e d  t o  g i v e 
outstanding service to the 
order. 

The delegation of Royal 
Ark Mariners brought their 
own inimitable style to the 
meeting, where also the 
Provincial Grand Master 
was able to appoint 12 
Brethren to Provincial 
R o y a l  A r k 
Mariner Grand 
Rank. 

As has become 
the expected 
standard these 
days, the Festive 
B o a r d  w a s 
exceptional. 225 
Brethren and 
Guests sat down 
to a beautifully 
prepared and 

presented meal, including 
a memorable main course 
of duck breast with sweet 
potato mash. Many of our 
guests expressed their 
admiration, and envy, of 
the facilities and staff at 
the Clarendon Suites, as 
well as this excellent meal. 

It had been well worth their 
while travelling from as far 
as Durham, Kent, Dyfed 
and East Anglia. Everyone 
left with a smile on their 
face and memories to 
cherish. 
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WIMM Lodge 1400 

Ladies Festival Weekend 
Friday 26th March (3 nights) 

Mayfair Hotel, St Helier, Jersey 
 

Lodge of Instruction Festival* 
Thursday 29th April 

Stirling Road, Edgbaston 
 

Family Sunday Lunch 
Sunday 9th May 

Stirling Road, Edgbaston 
 

Golf vs. Worcs. 
Friday 4th June 

Bromsgrove Golf Club 
 

Mark Grand Lodge 
Annual Investiture Meeting* 

Tuesday 8th June 2010 
Great Queen Street, London 

 
Annual Provincial Golf Day 

Thursday 1st July 
Harborne Golf Club 

 
Brass on the Grass 

Sunday 11th July 
Guy’s Cliffe, Warwick 

 
The Annual Mark Festival 

Saturday 17th July 
Peterborough 

 
Cricket Match vs. Worcs 

August - date tbc 
Wishaw Cricket Club, Wishaw 

 
Provincial Officers’ Lunch*  

October - date/venue tbc 
 

Fireworks Bonanza,  
Bonfire, BBQ & Pig Roast 

Sunday 7th November 
Park Farm, Hampton-in-Arden 

 
Annual Meeting of Mark 
Provincial Grand Lodge*  
Saturday 27th November 
Stirling Road, Edgbaston 

 
Mark Carol Service  

Sunday 12th December 
Edgbaston Old Church 
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For Contact Details, Booking 
Forms and an outline of the Mark 
and Royal Ark Mariner Degrees,  

visit: 

 

www. 
warwickshiremark. 

org.uk  
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FROM TIME immemorial 
men have marched and 
gathered under banners, 
flags or standards, which 
have enabled them to 
proclaim their allegiance. 
The banner has always 
been an emblem of the 
fealty and homage whether 
to a man, a country or an 
idealogy. 

And so a Lodge Banner 
provides a focal point for its 
members to follow and 
assemble behind. 

Masonic banners form an 
important part of our 
heritage, and the dedication 

of a new banner, the 
blessing of an existing one 
or the honouring of one 
which is to be replaced is a 
long standing and important 
part of our ceremonial 
activities. 

We are fortunate that there 
a r e  s e v e r a l  s u c h 
ceremonies ahead, all of 
which will be very special 
oc cas ions  to  wh ic h 
members of all Lodges are 
very welcome to attend: 

These include: 
· Provincial Royal Ark 

Mariner Standard.  
· Matthew Clarke Lodge of 

MMMs and RAMs 1012. 
· The Harry Wilson Lodges 

of MMMs and RAMs 
1574 

· Shakespeare Lodge of 
MMMs 40TI. 

For further details contact 
the appropriate Lodge 
Secretary. 
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AT THE 150th meeting of 
the Grand Stewards Lodge 
of Mark Master Masons 
held at Mark Masons Hall, 
the Assistant Grand Master 
RW Bro Benjamin Addy was 
installed as Worshipful 
Master. 

Th is  was  in  s t r i c t 
accordance with the rules of 
succession, This was in 
strict accordance with the 
rules of succession, he 
being the longest serving 
member  no t  hav ing 
previously served as 
Master. He has followed in 
progression through the 
offices of the Lodge, 

which he joined in 1981. 
After his installation, the 
new WM proceeded to 
appoint and invest his 
officers, and very shortly 
came to our own PGM 
David Rawlins, who joined 
in 1982, appointing him as 
Master Overseer.  
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This was a full house at 
Rugby, with surprise 
promotions for W Bros John 
Naylor and Hugh Thompson 
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There were nearly 120 
present, for a relaxed get 
together of incoming & 
outgoing  Of f i cers  & 
Committee members 
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A spell of very wet & 
windy weather didn’t 
dampen spirits. Proceeds 
to WMBF. 
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Love l y  ce leb ra t ion 
c o m m e n c i n g  w i t h 
Champagne and nibbles 
en-route, congratulations 
to W Bros Ted Barnsdall, 
Derek Griffin, Mike 
Saxon, Roger Mac 
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A delightful service as 
always, with every 
possibility that there will 
be a brass band next 
year. 
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W BRO ROGER SARGENT  
(pictured below) has been 
asked by the PGM to 
organise a Provincial 
Support Team to lend a 
helping hand to those Mark 
and RAM Lodges which 
may appreciate it.  

The team will 
c ons is t  o f 
e n t hus ias t i c 
Mark and RAM 
Masons who 
are willing, at 
r e a s o n a b l e 

notice, and at their own 
expense, to attend Lodges 
in need of help, either just to 
boost numbers, or more 
likely to take an office when 
a vacancy occurs for 
whatever reason. Members 
of the team should therefore 
have a good knowledge of 
the ritual. 

If you would like to join the 
team, please let Roger 
know.  An application form 
is also available from the 
website. 

Tel: 01530 273971  

Email: 
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